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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Part-time farming was effectively limited in this country until 
the advent of automobiles and modern highways* This resulted pri­
marily because of the barrier of space and the laok of rapid trans­
portation for workers* 
Mighell states* 
Part-time faming in the broad generic sense has always 
been present to some extent* From ancient times those who 
'live by the sea* or by seasonal or intermittent occupations* 
such as lumbering, mining, and fishing have operated small 
farms. Historically* certain combinations of farming and 
early manufacturing* or 'cottage industries,' were basic 
links in the chain of industrial evolution*! 
Part-time farmers in the M* R* Wood school district* Fort Bend 
County, are those who work on the farms part-time and are regular 
employees at the Sugar Refinery* Visco Plant, Canning Plant or ranches 
located in the community* 
Statement of the Problem 
The farmers in the M* R* Wood school district have combined their 
farming with industrial employment* The writer entered upon this 
study to determine the effect of part-time farming on the standard of 
living in this district from 1955 to 1962* 
^Ronald L* Mighell* American Agriculture (New York* John Wiley 
and Sons* Ino** 1955), p* 110* 
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Purpose of the Study 
The purpose of this study was to find what effect industrial 
employment has had upon part-time farming from 1955 to 1962 in so 
far as this arrangement relates to the standard of living. This 
study covers the economic, social, and educational changes that have 
occurred as a result of this shift from full-time farming to part-
time farming in this industrialized area. 
Methods of Investigation 
The information for this study was obtained fromt 
1. Inquiry-response from part-time farmers, who constitute 
the population of this study. 
2. Documentary material from a review of related literature. 
Soope and Limitations 
This study is limited to information obtained through survey of 
fifty Negro Farmers in the U. R. Wood School District, Sugar Land, Texas. 
Definitions of Terms 
Part-time Farms. According to the 1959 United States Census Bureau, 
part-time farms are classified as farms with a value of sales of farm 
products of $50 to $2,499, if the operator is tinder 65 years of age 
and he either works off the farm 100 or more days or the income he and 
members of his household receive from nonfarm sources is greater than 
the total value of farm products sold.2 
2 United States Department of Commerce, United States Census 
of Agriculture (1959), Volume I, p. xxiv® 
s 
Standard of Living© The term "standard of living" has long been 
used to denote three different concepts more reoently distinguished 
from one another© The first relates to the actual living conditions 
of a people and is increasingly designated as "level of living©" The 
second relates to the aspirations or expectations of a people© that is© 
living conditions which they seek to attain or regain© or whioh they 
regard as fitting and proper for themselves to enjoys ib i® increasingly 
known in the literature as "standard of living*" The third relates t© 
desirable conditions of living as defined for specific purposes© such 
as the fixing of minimum wages or working hours©3 
For the writing of this paper© the second concept will be 
emphasised© 
Effect of Part-time Faming© Effect of part-time farming is used 
here to indicate the result of part-time farming in an effort to raise 
the "standard of living" of the farmers in this area to a comfortable 
position© 
Part-time Farm© For this study© a part-time farm is defined as a 
farm having a gross sale of farm products of $50 to $250 or more© with 
the operator working 100 days or more off the farm© receiving half or 
more of the family gross income from nonfarm sources© 
Historical Background 
The M« R© Wood School District is located in Sugar Land© Texas© 
county of Fort bend with Richmond© Texas serving as the county seat© 
~T 
United Nations Report on International Definition and Measure­
ment of Standards of Levels of Living© New York© 1954© p© 2© 
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Sugar Land is 1 coated on the east of Fort Bend County* seven miles 
frcm Richmond© It is located twenty-one miles from metropolitan 
Houston© Although the population of Sugar Land itself is 2*802* 
the total county population exoeeds 45*000® 
The following factories are situated in the city and provide em­
ployment for a large percentage of the Negro populations Sugar Refinery* 
Visco Plant* Canning Plant* and Valve Testing Plant for oil wells® 
The principal crops of this county are cotton* oorn* rioe and 
various truck crops© During recent years there has been a tremendous 
change from full-time to part-time farming© 
Related Information 
Before World War II only a few reaearoh studies were devoted to 
part-time farming© A pioneering analysis of a town in Massachusetts* 
by David Rozman*^ was made in which he sought to explore the possi­
bilities of providing moire adequate living by combining urban work 
with a farm anchor or security against unemployment and financial 
adversity© Since this study however* there has been an increase in 
the amount of research made on part-time farming© 
In another study* H® P© Sweany of Michigan Stat© College did a 
non-thesis study in 1951 on "Some Educational Needs of Families Engaged 
in Part-time Farming in Michigan®"5 In this study the problems of 
part-time farmers were grouped into nine areas© The areas were* 
4David Rosman* "Part-time Faming in Massachusetts*" 
Massachusetts Agriculture Experiment Station Bulletin (1930)* 266© 
5H© P® Sweany* "Seme Educational Needs of Families Engaged 
in Part-time Faming in Michigan," Division of Education* Michigan 
State College* East Lansing* Michigan* 1951© 
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1® Keeping pi ants and animals free of insects and diseases® 
2® Improving the soil and water supply® 
3® Controlling weeds® maintaining 1 asms and landscaping® 
4® Improving the farm home and its surroundings® 
5® Freezing and storing fruits® 
6® Marketing and surpluses in an eooncmio manner® 
7® Equipping the farm and getting custom work done when needed® 
8® Securing good yields and quality products of fruits and. 
vegetables^ end 
6 3® Getting good products from poultry and livestock® 
CHAPTER II 
PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA 
In an effort to determine the effect of part-time farming on the 
standard of living in the Me R* Wood School District, fifty Negro 
farmers were selected for -this study* Table I shows that eighty-six 
percent of the farmers reporting were owners of the farms they 












Owners 43 86 1,426 33*1 
Non-Owners 7 14 168 24*0 
Totals 50 100 1,594 31*8 
Table I also shows the total aoreage included in this study to 
be 1,594, with an average of 31*8 acres per farm family* Farm owners-
operators of 43 farms reporting, or 86 percent of "the total, had an 
average of 33*1 acres* Farm tenant operators had an average of 24*0 
acres* 
Table II, page 7, shows the total acreage operated by these 
farm families and how these acres are being put to use* Out of 









of all farms Aores Average 
Aores in 
Cultivation 38 76 972 25.5 
Aores in 
Pastures 35 70 580 16.5 
Acres 
Idle 10 20 42 4.2 
aores were being cultivated# These aores are being used to grow® 
primarily® cotton® corn® and sorghum® Thirty-five farmers reported 
580 aores being used as pasture land and ten reported a total of 42 
aores idle® 
The great hope of the majority of the farmers reporting® although 
some are employed in industry® is that additional ways can be discovered 
where industries in this area will be able to use more of their farm 
products® Thus the number of acres being cultivated would be increased® 
and the number of aores idle will diminish completely® 
Educational Effect 
As far as the educational status of the adults are concerned® the 
farmers reported in this study had attained an average age of 45 years® 
The average grade level reached and completed was 7*3® One® because 
of economic conditions® did not have the benefit of any degree of 
fomal education® 
Table III® page 8® reflects the number and percentage of adults 
8 
who completed Elementary School, High School, and College, 
TABLE III 
PERCENTAGE WHO COMPLETED ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL, HI® SCHOOL AND COLLEGE 
Age 
Range 
— — — 1 
Schooling Completed 






















Years 3 3 6 2 4 1 2 
36-46 
Years 13 13 26 2 4 - & ea> j 
47-57 
Years 22 22 44 1 2 - - mm -
58-68 
Years 12 11 22 a -> WW «*» 1 2 
Totals 50 49 98 
6 
10 1 2 1 2 
(Elementary School covers grades 1 through 8j High School oovers grades 9 
through 12 and College, 4 years.) 
Acoording to the industries located in this area, age and education 
do not have a great deal of significance in the hiring of these farmers 
for unskilled labor. Sixty percent of the number studied had less than 
a high school education. These persons were able to supplement their 
farm income by securing unskilled labor jobs in industry. As shown in 
Table II, the younger the age range of the farmer, the more extensive 
the educational preparation. Three farmers between "the ages of 25 and 
35 years, either completed high school or oollege compared with 11 
between the age3 of 58 and 68 years who had no high school or oollege 
training® Sinoe education plays a major role in the farming success 
9 
of an individual, the study shows "that, due to inadequate farm training, 
the majority of the farmers must obtain unskilled labor jobs in industry# 
In 1954, the school district added vocational agriculture to the 
sohool curriculum, "therefore none of the farmers covered had the benefit 
of this training while in school# Since 1954, excellent opportunities 
for training have been provided and it is expected that such training 
will contribute a great deal to the success of future farmers in the area# 
Children of the farm families reporting have gained experience that has 
aided their parents a great deal in upgrading their living standards# In 
1952, Home Economics was added to the curriculum and has also shared in 
this upgrading# 
Table IV shows the number of children at home, in sohool, the number 
of drop-outs and the oauses of drop-outs from 1955 to 1962# 
TABLE IV 
CHILDREN AT HOME, IN SCHOOL - DROP-OUTS 
AND CAUSES OF DROP-OUTS 


































. P «U 00 o © 
^4 © in Hea
lth
 
1955 76 28 2.7 61 24 1.7 6 - 4 2 -
1956 89 32 2#7 68 27 2*4 5 2 1 2 -
1957 92 33 2.2 63 29 2.1 4 3 - - 1 
1958 98 33 2.9 68 31 2.1 2 1 1 OB -
1959 101 34 2.9 73 33 2 .2 2 2 OB . am 
1960 102 35 2.8 76 34 2.2 1 1 - - as-
1961 105 37 2»8 89 "• J*S • 2.* ' "2 r~ - rr -
1962 107 38 2.4 99 38 2.5 l i - - V -
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The table shows 28 families with 76 ohildren at heme in 1955 or 
an average of 2.7 children per family. Representing 24 families, 51 
children were in school, an average of 1.7 children per family. Six 
families had an average of one child dropping out of school, either to 
work or because of lack of interest. The year 1957 shows one child 
dropping out ef school because of poor health. 
During the year of 1962, eight years later, thirty-eight families 
reported a total of 107 children, an average of 2.4 children per family 
at home; 99 ohildren in school, an average of 2.5 children per family, 
and one drop-out because of marriage. 
With a rise in the standard of living, the holding power of the 
school, as far as farm families are oonoerned has increased. Between 
1957 and 1962, only one child dropped out of school due to poor economic 
conditions. 
All of the ohildren completing high school, unlike their parents, 
have had an mpportunity to take part in 'the vocational agriculture 
and home economic training programs of the school. Some have been very 
successful in 4-H work and have gained valuable experience by partici­
pating in NHA and UFA activities. 
These children have came to realize that farming is not a simple, 
routine process, as they once believed. They were once prone to believe 
that plowing, planting and harvesting crops at the appropriate time was 
all that was important. During the past eight years, many have re­
ceived training dealing with improved methods of farming and have seen 
how their parents had to turn to part-time farming and industrial em­
ployment to supplement the family income because of inadequate 
11 
knowledge of modern farming techniques# Now they will be able to 
oope with the process of faming better than their parents because 
they realize that deeding with the soil and animal life calls for 
just as much, or more, mental effort to be exercised as for many of 
the professions# 
Table V shows a rise in educational status of ohildren in com­
parison with adults included in this study# 
TABLE V 
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1955 2 1 2#0 2 1 2«0 - - - - - mm 
1956 6 5 1#2 3 2 1.5 2 2 1.0 1 - -
1957 7 6 1.1 6 4 1.5 3 3 1.0 m «•> -
1958 12 11 1.1 8 6 1.3 5 4 1.2 mm - -
1959 16 15 1,1 9 7 1.2 6 5 1.2 - - a© 
1960 18 17 1.1 9 7 1.2 7 6 1 .1 - - -
1961 21 20 1.1 9 7 1.2 8 7 1.1 - mm -
1962 24 23 1.1 10 8 1.2 9 8 1.1 - - -
Totals 24 23 1.1 10 8 1.2 
9 
8 1.1 1 - LI . 
With the heads of the farm families obtaining employment in industry 
and farming only part-time, more of the children of these families are 
now able to upgrade their educational status# Since farming is done 
only on a part-time basis and newer methods have been introduced to 
facilitate work, the ohildren can spend more time away from heme# 
12 
Prior to this time ohildren were kept at home, when parents were 
farming full time* to help with farm duties. This is no longer the 
case. 
Table V also shows a greater number of ohildren able to complete 
high school. Opportunities are also being provided for some of Hie$e 
ohildren to attend oollege. In 1955* out of three families reporting* 
two ohildren completed high school and both were able to complete a 
oollege education. In 1956* four families reported four ohildren 
completing high school and one enrolling in college, during this year* 
two children who had entered college prior to 1955 completed their 
oollege training. 
Between the years of 1957 and 1962* with eighteen families report­
ing, eighteen ohildren completed their high school training. Out of 
this number, seven attended college and three have since graduated. 
During the years of 1957* 1959 and 1961* the sugar refinery pro­
vided three ohildren of farm families with scholarships totaling 
$2*400 each to attend Prairie View A & M College. Of these three* all 
of the parents were engaged in part-time farming and employed in 
industry. Two of these children have since completed their college 
training and one is still enrolledo 
Twenty-three families reported a total number of twenty-four 
children completing high school and an average of 1.04 ohildren per 
family. Seven families reported ten ohildren having attended oollege* 
an average of 1.1 children per family. Five of the families indicated 
that with their farm income alone* and the rise in the oost of living* 
their children would not have had the opportunity to attend oollege. 
15 
The rise in the educational status of the children in comparison, 
with that of their parents reveals the fact that the parents are now 
more conscious of the importance of a higher calibre of education for 
their children# They realize the advantage it holds in raising their 
standard of living and the standard of living and earning power of 
their children# 
Social Effect 
This study shows a yearly increase in the amount of modern con­
veniences enjoyed by the farm families covered# Many of them realize 
the importance of making their surroundings as pleasant as possible 
and in facilitating the routine schedule of farming# Table VI shows 
the number of appliances and conveniences added during the right years 
covered by this study# The greatest advance was made in electrification 
and the use of electrical appliances# 
TABLE VI 
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1955 17 mm 1 l 4 2 6 23 ce> - mm 
1956 26 6 3 4 9 3 20 26 - mm -
1957 35 13 5 8 11 11 33 29 - - -
1958 39 23 8 9 14 13 39 32 2 2 
1959 43 26 12 11 20 19 43 35 3 - 3  
1960 44 35 16 14 21 22 46 38 3 - 6 
1961 45 44 20 15 24 23 46 42 6 •B 7 
1962 47 45 21 16 25 24 46 43 9 1 9 
10 . IT 47 45 21 16 f 25 | 24 46 43 9 1 9 
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Prior to 1955, only three of the fifty farmers covered were 
able to afford the modern convenience of radio* This was due 
mainly to the fact that incomes derived from farming were not 
sufficient to afford these items* Since that time seventy-five per­
cent of the farmers have been gainfully employed in industry* This 
additional inoome raised the standard of living to a great extent as 
can be observed from Table VI* 
Before 1955 only sixteen percent of the farms reporting had the 
use of an electric iron, due to a lack of electricity* Since this 
time, from 1955 to 1962, all but four percent have been able to afford 
this appliance* Sinoe 1958, eighteen percent of the farmers now csm 
home freezers* Prior to 1958, all of the farmers covered found it less 
expensive to rent space in a locker plant than to go in debt to purchase 
a heme freezer* 
On the basis of the eight years covered in this study, the writer 
found that automatic gadgets sure gradually invading the farm premises 
and farm families are beginning to take full advantage of available 
electrical powers* However, as a result of this study, the writer also 
found that only thirty-two percent of the farms covered have the total 
convenience of plumbing and heating fixtures* 
Econcmio Effect 
Farmers covered in this study reoeived the majority of their farm 
income from commodities produced* The major portion of all income re­
ceived is derived from employment in industry or areas other than 
farming* 
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In Table VII are shown the incomes received from faming and the 
weeks devoted to farming from 1955 to 1962* 
TABLE VII 
INCOME FROM FARMING AND WEEKS 
DEVOTED TO FARMING 
Faming Income Weeks Devoted to Faming 
Year 
•3 
J  *« 4» © U © SP *3 
bU 
8© *9 i t  © $ 
© EH H PM as © a. « 1 o 6-i 5 m © OS 4 
1955 $ 27,360 41 $ 667*32 350 35 10*0 
1956 23,561 41 574*63 235 40 5*8 
1957 29,662 37 801*67 449 37 12*1 
1958 21,115 39 541*41 351 31 11*3 
1959 20,067 29 691*96 420 32 13*1 
1960 27,102 36 758*39 535 37 14*4 
1961 24,110 37 651.60 390 31 12*1 
1962 19,682 37 531*94 
•> 
435 35 12*3 
This table shows that in 1955, 41 farmers reported a total income 
of $27,360 or an average of $667,32 per family. Out of 35 farms re­
porting, an average of 10,0 weeks were devoted to farming® The year 
1957 shows the greatest increase in farm income* With 37 farms re­
porting, a total of $29,662 was obtained from farming, an average of 
$801*67 per farmer* 
Over the eight years covered in this study, farmers have devoted 
an Average of 10*1 weeks a year to farming* The seventeen farms on a 
full-time farming basis presently depend upon -their farm commodities 
to yield their major source of income* 
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Table VIII shews the income from industrial employment, and the 
weeks devoted to industrial employment* 
TABLE VIII 
INCOME FROM INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMENT AND "WEEKS 
DEVOTED TO INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMENT 












































1955 # 33,810 21 $ 1,610 735 21 35*0 
1956 42,000 24 1,750 840 24 35*0 
1957 51,948 26 1,998 1,162 26 37*0 
1958 71,920 29 2,480 1,160 29 40*0 
1959 66,990 29 2,231 1,015 29 35*0 
1960 69,440 31 2,240 1,001*3 31 32*3 
1961 89,284 33 2,705*60 1,270*5 33 38*5 
1962 84,585 33 2|562«30 1,188 33 36*0 
Twenty-one farmers reported an average of 35*0 weeks devoted t© 
industrial employment during the year of 1955* The year 1957 shows that 
sixty-six percent of the farmers oovered are now employed in industry 
ahd working an average of 36*0 weeks per year, which leaves 34 percent 
still farming on a full-time basis* 
Improved roads and automobiles make it easy for farmers to secure 
industrial employment and then return home in the afternoon to farm 
part-time* Although sixty-six percent of the farmers are gainfully 
employed in industry at this time, one of their most important 
17 
problems and greatest conoern is the threat of unemployment. For 
this reason, many are engaged in part-time farming so they will have 
some way of meeting their obligations if and when employment is not 
available. As indicated by Table VI, many are adding modern coa-
venienoes to reduce this threat if full-time farming again beoomes 
necessary. 
Table IX shows the amounts and kinds of home improvements made 
on farms in this area during the eight-year period. This table reflects 












1955 1 3 2 27 5 
1956 3 2 4 31 9 
1957 4 6 5 35 12 
1958 1 3 4 39 14 
1959 1 2 3 41 23 
1960 I 1 3 1 41 20 
1961 . 4 6 42 27 
1962 1 5 7 43 28 
The greatest number of improvements were made in 1957 with four 
building hemes, six painting hemes, five repairing homes, four adding 
electricity and three adding plumbing facilities for running water. 
The number of dilapidated buildings once seen in this area are gradually 
decreasing. Farm families are taking more pride in their home surround­
ings. As a result of this change, many farm families are able to 
18 
maintain, a higher standard of living than families living in town. 
Although many improvements are still needed on the farms reporting® 
farm owners are constantly trying to improve their heme conditions as 
finance permits. Over a period of eight years® this is reflected in the 
fact -that of the fifty covered in the study® 24 percent have built new 
hemes; 56 percent have painted their homes; 64 percent have repaired 
their homes; 86 percent added eleotricity® and 56 peroent have put in 
additional plumbing and running water. 
Table X shows the amount of poultry produced during the years 




































































































1955 38 150 600 750 2 5 25 30 28 160 201 361 
1956 42 170 675 846 3 6 35 41 27 176 208 384 
1957 42 165 650 815 2 8 40 48 30 189 195 384 
1958 44 175 708 883 2 7 40 47 33 194 188 382 
1959 46 180 800 980 2 8 55 63 36 200 202 402 
1960 44 195 950 J345 2 8 50 58 36 300 220 520 
1961 44 1200 1150 2350 2 8 50 58 38 300 220 520 
1962 44 2112 1200 3312 2 12 50 62 38 308 224 532 
Out of fifty families reporting during the year of 1955® thirty-eight 
reported that 150 hens for egg production were produoed for home use and 
600 for market® making a total of 750® an average of 15.0 hens per family. 
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Throe hundred sixty-one broilers were produced by the fifty families, 
160 for home use and 201 for market, making an average of 72 *2 broilers 
per family. Turkeys were produoed in a lesser degree by the farmers. 
During this year only 30 turkeys were produoed, five for home use and 
twenty-five for market. 
The greatest increase in poultry product ion oame in 1961 for hens 
produoed; 1959 for turkeys} and 1962 for broilers. In 1961, 2,350 
hens were produoed} 1,200 for home use and 1,150 for market, an average 
of 47,0 hens per faaily. In 1959, a total of 63 turkeys were produoed, 
eight for home use and 55 for market, an average of 1,2 turkeys per 
family. In 1962 , 532 broilers were produoed, 308 for home use and 224 
for market, an average of 10,6 broilers per family. 
Over the eight year period, a total of 9,350 hens were produced 
for egg production} 2,617 for home use and 6,733 for market, an average 
of 187.0 hens per family} a total of 407 turkeys were produoed, 62 for 
home use and 345 for market} an average of 8.1 turkeys per family and 
a total of 3,395 broilers. One thousand seven hundred seventy-seven 
broilers were produced for home use and 1,618 for market, an average 
of 67,9 broilers per family. 
In Table XI, page 20, the crops produoed during the years covered 
are given. The writer found that land was being used in four ways, for 
cotton and oora, for pasture land, and for growing truck crops. In 
1955, 46 farmers reported 180 aores of cotton being grown, an average 
of 3.9 aores per farmer} 47 farmers reported 211 aores of oorn, an 
average of 4,4 acres per farmer} 42 farmers reported 18 acres of truok 
crops, an average of .42 acre per farmer. The year 1956 shows an 
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1955 180 46 3*9 211 47 4.4 18 42 .42 
1956 189 45 4*2 203 47 4.3 18 44 .40 
1957 201 41 4.9 212 46 4.6 20 38 • 52 
1958 255 41 6*2 275 43 6.3 19 34 .55 
1959 301 38 7.9 305 41 7.4 24 36 .56 
1960 350 33 10.6 361 40 9.0 18 43 .41 
1961 480 34 14.1 410 41 10.0 26 34 .76 
1962 494 34 14*5 413 41 10.7 17 37 •48 
Totals 2*450 272 9.0 2,390 346 7.0 160 308 .52 
•were used by 45 farmers* with an average of 4*2 acres per farmers During 
this same year* 47 farmers reported 203 acres of corn or an average of 
4*3 aores per family* There was a decrease in the amount of truok crops 
grown* as 44 farmers only* produced 18 acres w ith an average of *40 acres 
per farmer* 
The greatest number of aores for cotton and oorn were cultivated in 
1962* with 34 farmers reporting a total of 494 acres of cotton* an average 
of 14*5 acres per family} a total of 413 acres being used for "the culti­
vation of corn was reported by 41 farmers* an average of 10*7 acres per 
farmer* The greatest number of aores of truok crops were produced in 
1961* 34 farmers reported the use of 26 aores* an average of *76 acre 
per family* 
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During the eight ye sirs covered* the total number of acres culti­
vated for ootton was 2,450, an average of 9.0 aores per farmer. The 
total number of aores cultivated for corn was 2,390, an average of ?©0 
acres per fanner and a total of 160 aores of truck crops, an average 
of .52 acre per farmer. 
Table XII, page 22, reveals the amount of lives took owned, those 
produoed for home and market use during the years 1955 t© 1962, As 
shown by the table, in 1955, nine farmers reported owning nine heads of 
calves, an average of 1.0 head per family, for heme use. For market 
use, only 15 farmers reported a total of 72 heads, an average of 4.1 
he ad 8 per family. During this same year, 10 farmers reported 12 heads 
of hogs for home use, an average of 1.2 heads per family. For market 
use, 6 farmers reported 204 heads with an average of 36 heads per family. 
The greatest average of calves for home use was reported for the 
year 1960 by 9 farmers with a total of 10 heads, an average of 1.0 heads 
per farmer. The highest reported for market use was for the year 1961, 
with 16 farmers reporting a total of 98 heads of calves, an average of 
6.1 heads per farmer. For hogs, the highest average was reported for 
1957, with 10 farmers reporting a total of 305 heads for market use, 
an average of 30.5 heads. Eight farmers reported 10 heads of hogs 
for home use, an average of 1.2 heads per family. 
Over the period of eight years, 50 farmers reported a total of 
66 heads of calves for home use, sin average of 1.0 heads per family; 
a total of 784 heads for market use, an average of 5.8 heads per family; 
82 heads of hogs for heme use, an average of 1.0 head per family; 



























•># • to 





































































































































































































3 ®P«©H *©R CO e-
to 






































BFLUBD O> N (-4 00 
CO V> o> 00 t- IO 
CO 
W 
spi3©H #°K 0> CM (Hi 
Q0 CO to o 
1-4 


































Fourteen families reported 60 beads of breeding beef stook* 
an average of 4*2 heads per family* and 18 families reported owning 
90 heads of breeding beef stock* or an average of 5*0 heads per 
family* Over a period of eight years* the farmers included in this 
study reported owning 1*245 heads of beef stock or an average of 6*4 
heads per family* 
Table XIII shows the number of traotors owned* the years purchased, 
and the amount of work stook owned by the fifty farmers reporting® 
TABLE XIII 
TRACTORS AND WORKSTOCK OWNED 
• • • i • — 
Tractors Work Stook 









1955 10 10 1.0 18 8 2*2 
1956 18 18 1*0 14 7 2.0 
1957 28 24 1*1 14 6 2.3 
1958 33 28 1.1 10 5 2*0 
1959 37 31 1.1 8 4 2.0 
I960 39 33 1.1 7 4 1.7 
1961 40 34 1*1 7 4 1*7 
1962 41 35 1.1 7 4 1.7 
Totals 41 35 1.1 85 42 2.0 
Realizing the importance of owning tractors to facilitate farm work* 
in 1955* 10 farmers reported purchasing a total of 10 traotors, an average 
of 1*0 traotor per family* Eight families reported 18 heads of workstook* 
an average of 2*2 heads per family* During 1957* six families reported 
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owning 10 traotors, an average of 1.6 tractors per family| 6 farmers 
reported owning 15 heads of workstook, an average of 2.3 heads per 
family* 
Over a period of eight years, thirty-five farmers have purchased 
a total of 41 traotors, an average of 1.1 traotors per family; they have 
owned a total of 85 beads of workstook or an average of 2.0 heads per 
family o 
Regardless of the decrease or increase in the standard of living 
of the farmers in this area, many of them are prone to believe that 
the advantages of faming as an occupation far outweigh the disadvantages* 
Besides farming being a healthful outdoor life, and the fact that there 
is no danger of losing a job because of one®s age, they feel the great** 
est advantage lies in the fact that faming offers them security from 
unempl oyment * 
SUMMAKI, CONCLUSIONS,, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
St«&ry 
1# The majority of the farmers in the M® R® Wood School 
District are part-time farmers® 
2* The average farmer operates 31®9 aores of land and 
66 percent are employed by industry* 
3* The average grade level attained by adults in the 
study is 7*3* 
4* Before 1955, only 16 percent of the group covered 
in the study had the use of electricity® 
5® In order to maintain a certain standard of living, 
income from part-time faming had to be supplemented 
by income from industrial employment® 
6® Adults on the farms are now more conscious of the 
importance of a good formal education for their 
ohildren® 
7® Part-time farmers are employed in industry only as 
unskilled laborers and are constantly facing the 
threat of unemployment® 
Conclusions 
The writer feels that it is impossible to reaoh certain desired 
conclusions® However, part-time faming and industrial employment 
definitely exists in the 11® R® Wood Sohool District® When an 
aocount is taken of income received from off-farm sources, part-time 
farmers all seem to be in considerably better financial condition 
than they were eight years ago® There has been a very noticeable 
shifting of the amount of time devoted to faming to that of industry® 
«25® 
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The writer also reeogaized certain influences in making this 
study that are of social as well as economic value, that are 
aesthetic in nature and cannot directly be measured* 
Socially, the increased inoome, automobiles, and the mere contact 
with people living in industrial areas caused a very noticeable change 
in the mode of living, especially with reference to electrical labor-
saving devices and home conveniences* 
Recommendations 
The writer would like to make the following recommendationst 
1, Better utilisation of land. 
2* Part-time farmers should seek to do more cooperative 
planning. 
3* The M. R, Wood Department of Vocational Agriculture should 
devote more time to adult farmer education in areas such 
as food preservation, home improvements and improved 
methods and techniques that can aid in raising the standard 
of living* 
4* That more of the young farmers attending college be 
directed toward the field of Vocational Agriculture* 
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APPENDIX 
INQUIRY FORM USED IN GATHERING INFORMATION 
FOR THE STUDY 
Age Address 
Highest Grade completed in school 
Reasons for leaving school (Cheok one) 
a* Economic reasons 
b o  Lack of interest in school ___ 
Co Because of graduation _ 







Present farming statust 
ao At heme with definite or indefinite allowance 
b o  
C o  
Farm laborer away from home 




© o  
f o  
At home with income from oine or more enterprises 
In partnership away from home 
In partnership at home 
.  o  
• 8  
Ro Renter and operator 0  
h o  Owner and operator 0  
i o  
3 *  





a# Type of f ami 
b# Size (No. of tillable acres) * 
Co No« older brothers on home farm 
d# Noo younger brothers on home farm 
Ownership in farmings 
a# Acres of land owned 
bo Acres of orops being grown this year 
Co Hind and number of livestock owned 
do Equipment owned """ 
























Children in School Hi^i School 
Drop-outs 
High School 
Cause for Drop-out Attended Completed 
Colle ge College 
Number and Causes of Drop-outs of Children Attending College 
so 
APPLIANCES AND EQUIPMENT PURCHASED: 
Added 
Year Electric Iron Radio Television Tractors Electricity 
1955 _____ ; 
1956 _____ ___ 
1957 _____ _____ _____ _____ 
1958 
1959 ___________ . _______ 
1960 __ _________ ______ ________ 
















Washing Machine Dryer Refrigerator Bathroom Fixtures 




LIVESTOCK 4ND HOW IJSEDi 























Work Stock Other 
Cotton Truck Crops Other 
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1957 ______ _____ - —< 
1958 _____ __ •• — 
1959 _____ _____ - — 
1960 _______ 
1961 _______ __ _— 
1962 . 
Laying Hens Heme Market Turkeys Home Market 
1955 ___ .. - — 
1956 _____ __ ——-
1957 __ - . 
1958 _____ _ - _ 
1959 _____ _ --
1960 _____ — . — 
1961 • _ — 
1962 _____ __ __ . 
Broilers Market Haae Ducks Market Home 
1955 _____ __ __ __ __ 
1956 ____ — — _ _ — 
1957 -- _ - _ 
1958 __ -
1959 __ __ - _ — 
1960 „ __ _ -
1961 ____ __ __ _ 
1962 __ __ ' _ 
LAND UTILIZATION? 
Acres Acres 













1962 ____ __ __ 
FARMING AND INDUSTRIAL INCOME AND WEEKS DEVOTED TO EACH* 
Farm Mr Weeks Farmed Industry Weeks Worked 
1955 __ ___ ___ - _ 
1956 _____ 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
